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•lifae'-''fot : 'two'' : dollars 
bft^orffi^MSfaSoltee -'the other night, I 
•i^jaffie?''lib'tiie4o'-tho President’s State of 
sitStSe JEJftlOtt'address. What a -joy it was 
^*tohie-set-sttal'ght'at. last: I found from 
■'C.the president’s 'Speech that much to 
3^sss^.-stirprisfe my. ; •' dollars ’ are buying 
liiHfrtOT&^aan ever this year— I’ll have to 
Saxr^ttBeJhbart that the 'next time I pay 
to-p ohrid- of "hamburger; at the 
e?3obS than, ever Seem to 
t!itotfS(bee!i'!}’ereated:-..last year f I’ guess 
.V.lto'at’SitMdjPhear ,Nfe6n hired- 12 law- 
savy»rS?;to ' worhi on : rWatergate), and yet 
^^etoployment iseems-i to be' ' rising 
ifc' ,; agaSi^y';tebMtest - statistics. -The: pres- 
-ssaidsni'i-itallspdtof The ^crises of .personal 
9 |t|rr^dfeSr^*Brdsidfihfesfho -is refusing a 
iestity'about the.plumbers 
•osiHcgM.aWivities: ■•"■•'' suM'.t." an 

at last ’‘‘building a struc- 

xg'iiX'!*'' iU/iw orvnl?0 A? TYl fiPP 



rtrJ'tB'UMCJ iyx- ■ * 

, a^ftol# ! 'us' how he has almost singlehand- 
Is^eiiSS' a'aVed'. the .'environment, .-while- at- 
,.tempting\td-pass-an energy-bill which 
■*&n^ld:hft’tte* restrictions now placed 
^sottlpolluters.iHe -cspoke of eliminating 
jalMg^toUSiness 'windfall profits”; and 
tBithSi-.isSpofeerSOf tois.v-hdalth :care -.bill 
ras^ihh' appaiently - gives just that to ’the 
wansuranfeetoompaniea Then, to-my sur- 
sjlpiike tp;rhet-5 stated-cc.that -toe usWas 
^^‘epopgratingifBllyj’-with theinvestiga- 
■sag&^'bf Watergate, ',a man who has re- 
“ssiifu^sdtaisubpoenar'to : testify,- refused a 
tofes^OSna vKyrttie Senate committee, for 
documents, withheld vital tapes to the 
^sfyeryig)^,fi4toecused^,of tampering with 
if|^^:|apesfi'#ndtoas=,already -fired .one 
Sf^Si»%nWsttgatpsg tod *;"to y.-.c-yg-? 
-d&r- rButtoll rriyi. fears- were crushed when 
tobw perfect he toad made 
h*btn*Scduntry. > =Xhank'. you, Mr. President, 
3«atia^ght*Fbaa'n'sleep' ^soundly" and- toot 
drugs, pficesv gaso- 
Watergate, ?- or “perennial 
■<sSf^itg ;r Sf&dOcMn;” '■*#*> *'•>'■ ' n, - A 
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j^..,«ypilE. newspaper,-: almost singie-hana- 
ssc®fe#kpOs,ed« Watergate -in its.toroad- 
i^'esfe.. terms -and;..- everyone gives you 

*- it: -' ->.-i wto v r . 

.^r^tiSs time toowv hOwever, for you too 
i^^ibdBihd - thePfesifent and toelp him 
fight inflation, meet ithSe’ -energy crisis, 
,_Acd„.io . maintain peace abroad and 
^.tranmjility here at home. You owe this 
1Htag£p||: c6.taj$ry :'apd* : tfi)|the American 
Ahythi|!;g' other than -this: is- an 
assist tft- oupt enepiigs r -who are deter- 
. minedrto- destroy- us.-Surely you do not 
. want this any Wore' than do I. 

RichardTOS^il^^trong man in- ev- 

P®. has ' Prayed 

• - hi* metalbotb domestically and in for- 



o^iOB^Yery American- and without reser- 
vation. ■' ' 

■ ^.^fe^^Nisjon’s State of. the. Union 
nkssage 5 he 'spelled out a program that 
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warrants the applause' of all of us. He 
is entitled to our help in furtherance 
thereof; and I beseech your great publi- 
cation to get in step and push as hard 
-for- progress as it did for full disclo- 
sure in the Watergate matter. Any- 
thing different than this is in direct 
contravention of the best interest- of 
our natio and of the American people. 

IRA E. BLACKWOOD. 
Harrison, Ark. 

1 cfA.- ^ '■ 

•I sit here numb. I am at a loss to 
understand exactly what -I have -just 
Witnessed: the . President’s State of the 
Union, >j ■: 1st. oe.w-w.oto 
' How can he insult the intelligence 
of the people of America, the people 
who - are paying -outrageous prices 
for gasoline, who see the cost of 
food rising almost daily to preposter- 
ous proportions, the people who are 
living with a rate of inflation so' high 
as to rival that of -the ^depression, and 
tell them that never before have they 
had it so good; have they had so 
much spending power? I don’t under- 
stand' itr ■' ’■ " 

How can he, almost ‘endlessly, throw- 
obstacle after legally questionable 
obstacle in the path of justice, re- 
fusing’ to- help-. speed -the Watergate 
and related : investigations toy with- 
holding -necessary- ' information, - and 
then cry that the investigations have 
gone onr long enough,'' that ’“one year 
. of Watergate is enough?” 

How. .. can he . claim that he wants 
to 'delegate power back to the -com- 
munities,' and be responsive to what 
the people want, and ignore - totally - 
the anginshed cries of. a, nation re- 
acting' to the' Saturday' Night' Massacre, 
a people who,: by every poll, are 
at least 50% in favor -of. resignation, 
only to tell us that we’re stuck with 
him for the next tlmee years? 

It jusf 'doesri’f seem 'fair, that’s all. 

- .. . 7 ... CARL .RAY GROSSMAN. 

, ’. McLean., . • -- k-i-i . 

' ; ... .to-.’- - ' <N-s : ‘''v >■'.'■? ■ " 

' After having read the February 1 ! 
•edition of The Post,' I was' pleased to 
discover -tucked . away, in various sec-; 
tions certain items dispelling the usual 
mantle of gloom-' with' which one- most 
often finds oneself enshrouded in the’ 
waking hours. True— the .Nixon haters 
were there in full force having a field 
day with that overwhelming vindictive 
tenacity- which, has become their, hall- 
mark,. Watergate was., still there,-:, but'- 
the President’s State of the -Union mes-. 
sage , w-as the -, target,-, of : ; course, for. 
much' of the venom, -There was,', how-: 
ever, This, brighter side,- regarding, 
which a few comments if I may. 

-I should first preface my remarks by 
stating; 1) I voted for -Mr. Nixon in 72, 
because I believed in him and the 
goals he set forth, 2) i continue to 
? support him today, and my confidence 
in his integrity has not waivered in- 
spite of the plethora of journalistic. 
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and political brainwashing to the con- 
trary— But now for the kudos. 

Item: Cheers for Sen. Barry Goldwa- 
ter (may the Saints preserve him) for 
his statement on the President’s 
speech, and for his discerning constitu- 
ents who voiced disgust at the lack of 
respect for the Office of the President 
manifested by the Democrats.' This dis- 
play, of childish petulance was -unfor- 
- giyabie. but it did serve to accent the 
President’s valor, and the weakness 
of, our venerated legislative body. 

Item: Cheers for columnist George 
F. Will’s “The Senate Watergate , Com- 
mittee Should Retire,” but not for 
some of the reasons he outlined. In my 
considered opinion, it should never ' 
have been' staged as . a ’ television 
spectacular; the obvious intent of the 
grand inquisitor Sam Dash, and his 
bevy of eager leakers. Bestow an 
Emmy to Mr. Dash and John Dean, 
and have done with it— enough is 
enough. 

Item: Cheers for the Cox’s on their 
appearance at the, Lafayette. Park tally 
— A most welcome relief from Jane 
Fonda and her ilk. . : 

And finally the icing on the cake: 
Cheer for .Elizabeth, Gullander’s Feb. . 

1 letter to the editor ‘Isn’t It. Time We 
Stopped Kidding Ourselves?” She. 
demonstrated unsurpassed incite,, and 
that rare commodity known as com- 
mon., sense., To Elizabeth, from a fel- 
low member of the “unmacked,” 'but 
not, “unheard” majority . I salute 
you. r-i v!: .. 

’ • "• ' JACK A. McINTURFF. 

Washington. c. ; . . 

<2+0 

AS a citizen of the United States who 
until recently, respected, .his govern-,’ 
ment, I am moved ’ to state .that I was 
revolted and shamed by the apparent : 
adulation by members of Congress of 
a, public servant who is under suspi-i, 
cion of. having betrayed his public trust 
and under investigation * of possibly 
committing or participating in the 
commission of serious crimes. 

, I am speaking of the media perform- 
ance perpetuated on the people at the 
Joint Session of Congress during the 
presentation by the President of his 
State of the Union Message. 

Here is a man who. has chosen close 
advisers who . 'have . been .- indicted and- 
some, convicted of perjury, obstruction' 
of justice, burglary, bribery, tax fraud. 
At least a. dozen top administrative 
officials have resigned - under pressure, 
during the last year, yet this, man dis- 
claims-, all responsibility and refuses' 
to cooperate to any significant extent :.. 
with investigation of . these matters, 
The man himself has tested the , peo- 
ple’s credulity to its absolute limit;: 
with unexplained gaps in tape record- 
ings, records -which disappear, and an 
array of inconsistent statements by 
himself and his public relations team. 
He has retained a vast retinue of at- 



torneys, who, at public expense, spend 
their time searching for some legal 
-basis to support continued dbstruetiohvY 

of and interference with investigations 

of the President’s wrongdoing. 

• And members of Congress 'cheer and, 
bffer standing ovations as the Presi- 
dent stands before them proclaiming 
his continued defiance, of,, law - and 
order. r ’ :*7 ; 

G. N. BUFFINGTONi 
Washington. , /, : ,-u 

vLs 

The Nixon strategy for trying to 
destroy his political opposition was 
beautifully illustrated again in the 
President’s State of the Union mes- 
sage. The . President introduces his 
new plan for health care. He pins the 
American flag on himself and his plan 
and he shifts to his usual attack 
on the other plan (meaning Senator 
Kennedy’s plan). Then he paints it, 
as somehow “un-American,” “not the' 
way we do it" here in America.” 

Now after he tries “to pin the un- 
American • "label on the opposition, 
then he uses deliberate misinterpre- 
tation of facts. For instance, he tries 
to infer that Kennedy’s plan will be 
extravagant in cost to Americans 
where he will ask for no new taxes 
in his plan. As I understand it, 
health care rosts in the country now 
and in the future will be 80 to 100 



billion dollars no matter what plan is 
adopted. Americans will pay the costs 
either through a total National Health 
Care Plan, or a partial government 
plan plus their : own out of pocket ex- 
■ penses and either way it will add up ' 
to the same total cost in health care. 

I would like to see an honest, in- 
tellectual discussion of the health 
care issue entirely separated from the 
emotional labels which the President 
uses to confuse . and ruin a necessary 
and thorough national debate. I am 
not sure which plan I think is best, 
but I deeply resent the President’s 
“smear and label” type approach to . 
the disscussion of issues. 

,n JOAN G. WOLFE. 

Vienna. 

c+s 

Poor Dr. Freud’s ideas have taken 
a beating in fashionable circles recent-, 
ly, but who could have missed the 
striking example .of what the public 
insists on calling a “freudian slip” in- 
the President’s . State of the Union 
message last night? Like an ice cube 
shoved down the collective back of the 
nation, interrupted the .soporific ..-flow 
of baser stuff, Mr. Nixon’ stumbled 
twice, and the words came, out urging ‘ 
-the Congress, “to replace the discred- 
ited President.” - It would seem that he 
was trying very hard to say “replace , 
the discredited present (welfare) sys- 
tem.” But how heartening to see, that 
even President Nix-on has a soul buried 

within himself capable ,of forcing his 

lips to balk, and insert the one syllable 
that changed this particularly grace- 
less phrase .into a candid call for his 
'own impeachment. 

WILLIAM F. HALE. ' 

Arlington. . ^ • 

e+J> 

Last night ; I watched a President, 
who secretly recorded all conversa- 
tions in his office, announce great new 
goals in protecting personal privacy, 
as though he 'himself had invented it. 

I heard him declare that one year of 
Watergate was enough and call for an 
.vend to the investigations, when he has'.. 
. been the chief obstacle to progress. 

PHYLLIS REYNOLDS NAYLOR. 

Bethesda. 

c+s>. 

Last night while I was completing 
my 1973 tax returns, I- distinctly heard 
Richard M. Nixon say in his State of 
the Union message “I urge -the Con- 
'gress to join me in mounting a major 
: new effort to replace the discredited 
president welfare system with one that 
works — one that is fair to those who 
need help or cannot help themselves, 
fair to the community and fair to the 
taxpayers.” Well, that sounded great to 
me, and I will urge my congressman 
and senators to support the effort. 

I was somewhat disappointed this 
morning when I read the message 
transcript in the Post and found that 



the word “president” had been, 
changed to “present”. However, I know 
what I heard and I know you people 
sometimes try to twist what people 
say, so I, will continue to support the 
effort to replace the discredited presi- 
dent welfare system until I hear Ron 
Zeigler say “The President mis-spoke.” 

I feel so strongly about it that I will 
also urge my Representatives in Con- 
gress' to support - Congressman Moss’ 
efforts to replace the discredited- vice- 
president welfare, system,, as welL And 
to support Senator Jackson’s effort to 
replace the discredited oil company- 
president welfare system, too. s.% 

Maybe if I just hadn’t been complet- 
ing my tax returns at the time . . . “ “ 

MICHAEL J. OLIVER, f 

Alexandria. : ‘ • V- 

■ C+3 ' ' - 

Three stars for the most eagerly ait-" 
ticipated situation comedy of the year 
—“State of the Union.” The star, a 
one-time President . turned actor, 
wheeled through an hilarious mono- 
logue with incomparable deadpan 
style. Some of his lines were a bit un- 
believable, though, and His perform- 
ance grew shaky at.times; but. a round; 
of the heartiest applause - goes- to the 
real sleepers of the show— the mem- 
bers of the Joint Session: " 

' ' v' ' : ' ' " LISA SMITH. 7:r 

Alexandria. . - : - 

----- -• c+a • 

- I noticed that the CBS News’ “in- 
stant analysis” of President Nixon’s 
State of the Union Message was spon- 
sored by Renuzit airfreshener. After 
both what the speech said and failed 
to say and all of the contrived hoopla 
while it was going on, I would venture 
to say that never have the advertised 
capabilities of the sponsoring product 
been so desperately in demand.- 

THOMAS . E. WILSON. 

Washington, f 

■J ; V- 

Give the Award of the Year to the 
person who successfully" obtained the 
■ sponsorship rights, to the ' CBS Review 
of the State of The Union message. 

It was just beautiful to watch the 
Renuzit Air Freshener commercial .at 
such an appropriate time. ' 

B. ALEXANDER. 

Alexandria. ' ■ V ' . .. . -■ r 
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The State of the - Union address was 
an insult to the American people. 

Impeachment now. 

C. L. HARRISON. 

Washington. -J ■ 

One year of Watergate may be 
enough, but three more years of im- 
moral leadership is too much. 

DOUGLAS A. CRITCHELL. j 

Washington 




